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This third annual invitation-only conference will convene a select 

group of thought leaders from academia, industry and government 

to debate the most challenging current issues in the field of entre-

preneurship and set the agenda for future research and policy.

Entrepreneurs are the foundation of the free enterprise system and seize opportunities to 

start new businesses despite considerable risks. Many of today’s most successful compa-

nies were founded only recently as entrepreneurial ventures. Despite the essential roles 

these ventures play in a vibrant and growing economy, little research has been devoted to 

answering the numerous questions that remain across the field. In practice, the study of en-

trepreneurship examines how various factors related to traditional fields of study, such as 

economics and public policy, interact with government, financial, educational and social 

institutions. In doing so, such study can enable firms to identify and capture new opportu-

nities, as well as to generate innovative and disruptive economic activity. Thus, entrepre-

neurship research is inherently interdisciplinary and faces challenges related to its scope 

and broadening significance. To better address these challenges, the 2019 Frontiers of 

Entrepreneurship Conference will assemble a curated and diverse group of academic re-

searchers, practitioners and policymakers to build participants’ mutual understanding of 

entrepreneurial issues and set the agenda for future research and policy across the field.

PARTNER UNIVERSITIES



C A L L  F O R  P A P E R S

We invite submission of research papers, session propos-
als (topics and/or speakers) and presentations in the broad 
field of entrepreneurship research, including, but not limited 
to, the topics listed below.  The goal of the conference is to 
explore new ideas and findings on the frontiers of research.  
Most sessions will have a discussion format with academ-
ics, policymakers and practitioners presenting relevant 
thoughts and findings on a specific topic of interest. To that 
end, we welcome early-stage research and work-in-prog-
ress as well as thought-provoking extended abstracts and 
proposals that are well-grounded in the existing literature. 

Submissions can be made any time before the deadline of 
May 25, 2018.  Please include your full name, title, name 
and address of affiliated institution/university/company 
along with a confirmed conference presenter. Presenters 
with full-time academic appointments will receive compli-
mentary conference registration and two nights of accom-
modations at The Breakers Palm Beach.  Participants will 
be responsible for all other travel expenses.  Submissions 
should be sent to EVP@kenan-flagler.unc.edu.

• The evolution of entrepreneurship 
• Advances in financing start-ups and growth 

companies
• Determinants of effective intrapreneurship
• Teaching entrepreneurship
• Diverse entrepreneurs
• How do new markets emerge? 

• Co-founders and team dynamics 
• How do ideas become products?
• What constrains firm growth? 
• Government policy and innovative growth?
• Entrepreneurial ecosystems
• Effectiveness of incubators and accelerators

• Howard Aldrich, UNC-Chapel Hill
• Teresa Amabile, Harvard Business School.
• Bernard Bell, UNC Shuford Program in 

Entrepreneurship
• Chris Bingham, UNC Kenan-Flagler Business School 
• Melissa Bradley, Georgetown University &  

Brookings Institution
• Craig Buerstatte, US Department of Commerce
• Kathleen Eisenhardt, Stanford University
• Maryann Feldman, UNC-Chapel Hill 

• Bobby Franklin, President and CEO, NVCA
• David Hsu, The Wharton School
• Steve Kaplan, University of Chicago Booth School
• David Robinson, Duke Fuqua School & NBER 
• Carolyn Rodz, Founder, Alice
• Olav Sorenson, Yale School of Management 
• Phil Weilerstein, President, VentureWell
• Chad Womack, UNCF, Harvard School of  

Public Health
• Ted Zoller, UNC Kenan-Flagler Business School

Topics of interest include, but are not limited to, the following:

Program Committee (preliminary):

For additional information, please contact Kenan Institute of Private Enterprise External Affairs  
Director MacKenzie Babb at MacKenzie_Babb@kenan-flagler.unc.edu or 919.843.6021.


